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$700. LiRCULAR OF $700. 


POTATO PREMIUMS FOR 1876, 


The astonishing results produced by competitors for the premiums offered by us for the past 
three years, to those who should grow the largest amount of Potatoes from one pound of the tubers 
of the Snowflake and Eureka, have excited much comment among the agricultural community, 
and many are disposed to look upon their results as exaggerations. In awarding the premiums 
the committee have carefully examined the reports of the growers, as well as their vouchers, and 
are fully satisfied of the justice of their decision. These trials have proved to the satisfaction of 
all candid observers, the superiority of the method of cutting to single eyes and planting one or 
two eyes to the hill, whereby much larger and finer tubers are produced, the yield largely increased 
and fully three-quarters of the seed is saved, which is no small item, when the large amount of 
land devoted to the cultivation of the Potato is taken into consideration. By adopting this 
method millions of bushels may be annually saved without detriment to the crop. In order to 
have the experiment still further continued with our new varieties of this season, and to encour- 
age cultivators in their efforts to produce others which shall be superior to any which are now in 
cultivation, we have decided to offer for the Centennial year, 


SEVEN HUNDRED DOLLARS IN PREMIUMS, 
TO BE AWARDED AS FOLLOWS: 


&2SO to be divided among the six most successful growers, who shall produce the largest 
quantity from one pound of the Ruby. 
$25 <> to be divided among the six most successful growers, who shall produce the largest 
quantity from one pound of the Alpha. : 


CENTENNIAL PREMIUMS. 


LSC for the best collection, one peck each, of the varieties introduced by us since 1867. 

SO for the best and most promising seedlings raised this season from Pringle's Hybrid- 

ized Potato Seed. 

The Collections for which the last two premiums of $200 are offered, will be exhibited at the 
Centennial Exhibition in Philadelphia, in October, and the Premiums will be awarded by their 
Committee. Fora full description of these varieties, we refer to their descriptions under their 


respective headings. 
$250 FOR RUBY. 


For the largest quantity of Ruby Potatoes grown from one pound of seed, - - = $100 00 
For the second largest, - - - - - - - = = = = ss Ps “ 50 00 
For the third largest, = = Se a a en ie fo le) ae 
For the fourth largest, - - - . . - = peng) Teak =e ha 4 =iles, Se 
For the fifth largest, mi SS bette, (Sd ES ees (SE et Mee i See, Ba 
For the sixth largest, oe o> Vaio D nie oes Lee ob uel ie, SOLOO 
. $250 FOR ALPHA. 
For the largest quantity of Alpha Potatoes grown from one pound of seed, = - - - §100 00 
For the second largest, - - ~ - er ae eet Gee nk 3 = - 56000 
For the third largest, BG Sa lash She deehin fa hae |) ow AU LO 
For the fourth largest, - - = - yee) OR ee? ie gee RT) 
For the fifth largest, =e <a es ies” oe | ae. Snr OD 
For the sixth largest, - - - = - - - - - ae = - 1000 


Competitors for the prizes will be required to give the date on which they gave their order for 
the Potatoes, date of planting, date of digging, with a written statement of th ip mode of cul- 
ture, characteristics of the soil—whether clay, alluvial, sandy or loam—nature’of the subsoil, 
whether underdrained or not; also, the kind and quality of fertilizers used, how and when ap- 
plied, the number of hills, and distance apart each way, with the weight of the crop when dug, and 
the number of square feet occupied by the crop, which must be witnessed and.sworn to before a 
justice of the peace, notary, or any other one competent to administer the oath, and sent to our 
address before the first of November, 1876. 

The seed in all cases must be purchased of us. The awards will be made by a com- 
mittee composed of well known agriculturists, and will be published in the leading Agricultural 
Papers, and a copy mailed to each competitor. The prizes will be awarded the first of January, 
1877. 

N. B.—To prevent misunderstanding, we wish it distinctly underst 
awarded unless the above requirements are complied with in every 
premiums will be placed under no restrictions as to their mode e, excepting that the 


must not be grown from slips or forced by artificial heat, our object Jeih® to ascertain ir respect- 
-manage garden o; 


ive merits with such culture as is usually given to crops in a w 


; a 
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$200. Centennial Premiums, $200. 


TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS IN PREMIUMS 


TO BE AWARDED AT THE 


Centennial Exhibition at Philadelphia, in October, 
1876. 


Wishing to make a display of the new varieties of Potatoes introduced by us within the last 
seven years, at the Centennial Exhibition, in October, 1876—and in order to encourage cultivators 
in various parts of the country to exhibit their productions—we offer premiums to the amount of 
#&150.00 to the most successful exhibitors of the following varieties: 

Early Rose, Late Rose, King of the Earlies, Bresee’s Prolific. Peerless, Climax, 
Extra Early Vermont, Compton’s Surprise, Brownell’s Beauty, Svowflake, Eureka, 
Alpha, Ruby. 

The awards are to be made by a committee of the Centennial Commission, and the premiums 
paid by their Treasurer. 


For the best collection, containing 1 peck each, (15 lbs.) of the 13 above named yarieties, $30 00 


For the second best collection, 00 
For the third best collection, Oe an se SD of J of 20 00 
For the fourth best collection, se of as oe oe re G 10 00 
Morithoe|bestye ecko fH axl ya0 ORG ssa = 
For“ « 60" Late Rose; jc evs) =) USS ad Weis i) Ae OD 
OT amas «King of the Earlies, Soy a ee OD 
Liteyy OG ‘67 yvBresee’s Prolific, | 2) =" ta) 4) sy fe) ay aD, 
oy) a &@) . Peerless, = =) si =) ie is! aad a OO 
Tifa GS 0 Climax, - - - - - - - - - - - - - 5 00 
Lee «¢ Extra Early Vermont, - - - - = - = = = = 6500 
Insye WI ««  Compton’s Surprise, i ee et en ome OS AN) 
Tye GG ‘s Brownell’s Beauty; = = fs - = = Se = = ee bop 
For“ « “Snowflake, = moe ie fe Se RG on DEO) 
For $6 oh Burekay =") = ea SS Se a ee LD 
Ite OG Alpha, eo G= Pee Shoe ee et le 0 a 
For “ “ “ Ruby, = - - - - - - - - - - - - 5 00 


THE SEED MUST IN ALL CASES BE PURCHASED OF US THIS SPRING—and the Potatoes 
designed for exhibition sent to our address, 34 Barclay Street, New York, before the 20th of Sep- 
tember, express charges prepaid. 

We must reserve the right of rejecting any collection, or single variety, that is not, in our 
opinion, worthy of a place upon the exhibition table. 

All who intend to compete for the above prizes are requested to notify us when they send 
their orders for the seed—but should they fail to do so at that time, to notify us previous to Sep- 
tember 1st, to give us time to secure the necessary room upon the exhibition tables. 

“ ae itors of Potatoes in collections, must send separate pecks if they wish to compete for 
Bingle lots. 
SS Aeclinent intended for exhibition must be separately wrapped in soft paper, and firmly 
packed with sawdust between, to prevent the skin from rubbing. 

In addition to the above, we offer $50—premiums for the best seedling Potatoes, raised from 

Pringle’s Hybridized Potato Seed. See page 11 for description of this seed. r 


$50.00 IN PRIZES FOR THE BEST SEEDLING POTATOES. 


The increasing interest manifested throughout the country in raising Potatoes from the Seed 
Ball, has induced us to offer &50.00 in premiums for the three best seedlings raised from 
Pringle’s Hybridized Potato Seed, during the coming Summer, and to be exhibited at the 
Potato Exhibition in the Agricultural Department of the Centennial Exhibition, in Philadel- 
phia, in October, 1876. 


For the best and most promising variety, (5tubers), - - - - - = $20.00 
«  gecond best, Wd - - - - - - 15.00 
“« «third best, ae - - - - - - 10.00 
« « largest product of the most promising variety from one hill, - - - 5.00 


The seed must, in all cases, be purchased from us. Compe nors will please state, when they 
order the seed, that they intend competing for the Centennial Premiums,—or, should they fail to 
do so at that time, to notify us before August Ist, that we may secure room forthe exhibitors. 
Potatoes intended for exhibition may be sent to our address from August Ist to October Ist. 
They can be sent by mail or express, at the option of the exhibitor, but all charges must be pre- 
paid. The tubers should be carefully wrapped in soft paper and packed closely, so that they will 
not be injured by rubbing. As the tubers are liable to be crushed when sent by mail, we would 
recommend that they be packed in astiff pasteboard box to prevent injury. Parcels sent by mail 
must not be sealed, but tied with twine, so that it can be examined at the post-office. No writing 
of any kind is allowed inside the parcel. Should there be any communication to make. write it 
On a postal card or by letter. Any writing inside the package subjects the whole to letter 
ostage. 
B We must reserve the right of returning any varieties that we may receive, if in our opinion 
they are unworthy of exhibition. They will be at the disposal of the exhibitor at the close of the 
exhibition. 
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New Varieties. 
Prices for Fall of 1876—Subject to Changes in the Market. 


ee 


The great popularity of the new varieties of Potatoes, which have been sent out from our estab- 
lishment within the last six years, among which are the Karly Rose, Late Rose, King of the 
FKarlies, Bresee’s Prolific, Peerless, Climax, Extra Early Vermont, Compton’s Surprise, 
Brownell’s Beauty, Eureka, Snowflake, and Alpha, have induced many growers in various 
sections of the country to experiment in raising seedlings, a large number of which, considered by 
the originators as the very choicest in their collections, (some of which embraced several hundred 
varieties,) were grown in our trial ground the pastseason, A large number of these varieties pos- 
sess superior qualities and are well worthy of further trial, but as it is our intention to offer nothing 
but what shows a decided improvement in some respects to those already in cultivation, we have 
found but one variety that comes up to our standard. This variety was originated by Mr. Pringle, 
who has already obtained a world-wide reputation in producing the Alpha and Snowflake, two 
of the best and most popular varieties in cultivation, and named by him Ruby, on account of the 
beautiful color of its skin, and is described as follows: 


RUBY. (Pringle.) 


A new red kidney-shaped potato of excellent promise, raised in 1871 from the Early Rose 
hybridized with the White Peachblow. Its hybrid origin is quite apparent. The shape is oblong, 
slightly flattened, resembling that of the Early Rose. In its coloring the red of the latter variety 
is deepened by the carmine which shows in the blotches of the White Peachblow. The eyes, 
which are but slightly sunken, are carmine like those of this variety. The flesh possesses much 
the character of the Peachblows, being white, fine-grained, firm, and of excellent flavor. The 
tubers are of approved medium size; and are clustered close about the foot of the stalks. These 
are short and stout, with foliage broad, thick, and of a very dark green color. The time of ma- 
turity is the same as that of the Early Rose, and it is equally productive. 

In short we believe this new sort (the first choice of all Mr. Pringle’s recent seedlings which 
amount to many hundreds), to combine in a rare manner the good points of its parents; and to 
those with whom the Peachblows are favorites we can recommend it with confidence as an early 
variety of the Peachblows without any of their faults. At the recent International Potato Ex- 
hibition held in the Alexandra Palace, London, in September, this seedling in common with a few 
others sent by us received a certificate of merit. To those who prefer a red-skin potato we can 
confidently recommend this excellent variety. 

Per lb.,75 cents ; 3 lbs. to one address, $2.00, by mail, prepaid. By express or freight, charges 
paid by the purchaser ; 1 peck, $2.00; 34 bushel, $3.00; 1 bushel, $5.00; 1 barrel, $10.00. 
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THE EARLIEST VARIETY IN CULTIVATION. 


Raised in 1870, by C. G. Pringle, originator of the Snowflake, and one of our most experienced 
hybridizers, from seed borne on arly Rose and impregnated by pollen of Sebee. A very early 
variety for farm and garden culture, also for forcing under glass; fit for the table ten or fifteen 
days before the Early Rose. Tubers of medium size, oblong, somewhat flattened, with eyes but 
slightly depressed; color a clear white, with the slightest tinge of red about the eyes; flesh very 
white, fine-grained, dry, and firm, and possessed of a decided and excellent flavor; stalks short 
and close-jointed, seldom exceeding a foot in hight; leaf broad, light green and shining above; 
tubers clustered about the base of the stalk; quality, of the highest excellence. A first-class cer- 
tificate was awarded by the Royal Horticultural Society, of London, in 1874. It has been thor- 
oughly tested the past season in various sections of this country, and has given perfect satisfac- 
tion. We can recommend this with the greatest confidence as the very best early variety in culti- 


vation. 
(From the Report of the Royal Horticultural Society of London.) 

AtpHa—(B. K. Briss & Sons.)—Haulm compact, about 12 inches long; ripening off very 
early, stem pale-green, leaflets broad, flat, very pale-green; tuber medium size, half-round, flat; 
eyes large, skin smooth, very clear, pale straw-colored; flesh firm, white, of excellent quality for 
early use. Moderate cropper; one of the very earliest of Potatoes. First-class certificate, of which 
the following is a copy: 

ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

We hereby certify that the Council of the Royal Horticultural Society, upon the award of the 
Fruit Committee, have presented this FIRST-CLASS CERTIFICATE TO Messrs. B. K. Buiss & 
Sons for Potato, ‘‘ Dwarf White,” (since named “Alpha,’’) exhibited at a meeting held on the 10th 
day of September, 1874. 

A. F. BARRON, Secretary. _ ALFRED SMEE, Chairman, 

A silver medal was also awarded by the Massachusetts Horticultural Society. 


(From T. Il. Hoskins, M. D., Vt.) 


The Alpha Potato yielded well with me this season, and fully maintained its character for 
earliness, and also for good quality. It is easily the earliest aud the best early of all the early 
varieties introduced during the last ten years. In yield it greatly exceeds Mr. Pringle’s expecta- 
tions as expressed to me prior to its introduction to the public. 


(From the (London) Garden, Nov. 20, 1875.) 


PRODUCTIVENESS OF THE ALPHA PoTATo.—On May the 13th I planted 9 lbs. of Alpha Pota- 
toes on land situated within half a mile of the sea and fully exposed during the past cold, wet 
season. The land on which they were planted received no special preparation. No fertilizers 
were used with the exception of a small quantity of vegetable soil. The crop was lifted on Sep- 
tember 2d, and handsomer potatoes I have never seen, not a single potato being diseased. The 9 
lbs. of seed produced a crop of 401 lbs. (Signed.) C.J BARKER, 
Littlehampton, England, 
Per pound, 75 cts.; 3 pounds to one address, $2.00, by mail, prepaid. By express or freight, 


charges paid by the purchaser, 1 peck, $2.00; 14 bushel, $3.00; 1 bushel, $5.00; 1 barrel, $10.00. 


——— 
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ALPHA.—Showing habit of Growth in the Hill. 


2 


SNOWFLAKE.— Showing habit of Growth in the Hill, 


5 
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THE SNOWFLAKE. (Pringle.) 
1417 Ibs. (23 6-10 Bushels) raised from one pound Seed. 


This new variety, first sent out by us in the Spring of 1873, has been thoroughly tested, both in 
this country and in Europe the past two seasons, and we have yet to learn of the first instance 
where it has failed to give entire satisfaction. The superior quality claimed by the originator, 
when first offered, has been confirmed in every case as far as heard from. 

It is one of the earliest varieties, ripening about the same time as the Early Rose. The tubers 
are of a good medium and uniform size; shape elongated oval, compressed, exceedingly symmet- 
rical and remarkably uniform; eyes few, entirely flat on the base and body of the tuber, and but 
slightly and sharply depressed near the seed end; skin white with a russety tinge, and somewhat 
rougbish and tessellated. Its flesh is of exceedingly fine grain, snow-white when boiled, and of 
a lightness and porosity almost approaching a snowflake. In quality, we do not hesitate to say 
nothing can surpass this new variety; its mealiness, its pure, delicate flavor, and the evenness 
with which it cooks through, have never been eclipsed by any Potato. Asa baking Potato, itis 
equally valuable, and as such is distinguished for its pure starchy texture, and delicate nutty 
flavor. The tubers have attained the full development of their quality as soon as they are fit to 
dig, and do not lose it during Winter; samples kept till the first of June, did not show the least 
deterioration, The vines are of medium height, stout and vigorous; leaves medium, and of dark 
green color. The tubers are compactly clustered around the base of the stalks,—an important 
consideration in digging the crop. The variety has been tested on widely varying soils—sand, 
gravel, loam, as well as heavy clay—and has, in every case, given the same favorable results, and 
often produced a yield of from 300 to 400 bushels peracre. In every case it has proved healthy 
and hardy, while other varieties alongside of it failed to give satisfactory results. 

We could fill quite a volume with the many letters of commendation that have been received 
from various growers throughout the country in favor of this fine variety, but for want of room 
we publish only those which have been receiyed from the successful competitors for the prizes 
offered by us last Spring. These will be found in the report of the committee in our Potato 
Catalogue. 

We take pleasure in submitting the following extract of that report to our friends, which can- 
not but satisfy the most incredulous of its superiority. 


“The Snowflake has received more and higher praise than has probably ever been be- 
stowed upon any Potato. There is no dissenting voice among the whole list of reports, nearly 
every one of which contains ‘ /¢ is the best Potato [ ever saw.’ Its quality and uniformity of size 
are especially commended. In many cases, 25 to 40 perfect Potatoes were found in every hill 
planted, and ‘tubers of two and three pounds each cooked readily and completely through.’ Mr. 
Perkins could select 1000 tubers weighing 1000 pounds from a gross product of 1304 pounds, and 
finds them preferable to any Potato out of over a hundred varieties he grew. Mr. Salter ‘never 
saw so fine a Potato; beautiful in color and shape, tirm in texture, flesh white; luscious cooked 
in any way; it stands unrivalled.’ There is certainly within our knowledge no variety which 
combines all the essential points of a Potato in as high a degree as the Snowflake. Quality, 
shape, size, color, yield, are ull that can be desired, and it is difficult to perceive in what direction 
further iinprovement can be obtained.” 


By mail post-paid, per pound, 60 cents; two pounds, $1.00. By express or freight, charges 
paid by the purchaser, 1 peck, $1.25; 44 bushel, $2.00; 1 bushel, $3.00; 1 barrel, $6.00. 

In the Spring of 1875, we offered $250, to be divided among the six most successful competi- 
tors, who should grow the largest quantity from one pound Seed, 


THE AWARDS OF PRIZES WERKE AS FOLLOWS: 
For the largest quantity of Snowflake from one pound of Seed. 


bth ‘$ ‘* Alfred Rose, Penn Yan.N.Y., = = - 
6th “ “ Henry V. Rose, Penn Yan, N. Y., - - 


10891z “ 20 00 
Lug“ 10 00 


1st Prize to P. C. Wood, Esther, IIl., - - - - - - ~ - 1417 1bs., $100 00 
vd * *® ~6oJ. Lu. Perkins, Little Sioux, Iowa, - - - - - - 13u4** 50 00 
3d ** Fredk. H. Seiler, Verona, Essex Co., N. d., - - -  - 1125. 40 00 
4th “© ‘ J.J. Salter, St. Cloud, Minn., - - - - - - - lugulg * 30 00 


The following growers report the quantities grown by them from one pound of Seed, are de- 
serving of special mention for their success: 


John B. Weedman, Kensico, N. ¥., - - - - - - - - - - - 953 lbs. 
H. C. Pearson, Pitcairn, N.Y., - s = = = 3 Y 5 ~ a z 925 
Robert Lewis, Castleton, N. Y., - - -  - - - = a < = - = eno 
Bernherd Rudiger, Oberles Corner, Minn., - - - - - - - - - 864 “f 
L. C. Seaton, Banks, Minn., - - - - - - - - - ~ wm oe RED 
John Tannabill, Patron, Neb., - ay = - - - - - - - - =< 119 CSS 
J. J. McKee, Perlee, lowa,- — - - - - - ~ = = - ta - 728 
Carl Eads, Keelsville, Ind.,- - = = = a = = = 3 = 4 6x3 
Warren Deming, Edmarton, N. Y., - - - - - = - = = = * 67L “ 
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Mr. Burnett’s Crop of Snowflakes from One Pound of Seed, 

SKANEATELES, N. Y., September 27, 1875. 
Messrs. B. K. Biiss & Sons:—Accompanying this please find Stereoscopic view of the Snow- 
flake Potato as grown in my garden the past Summer. It exhibits the product of one pound of 
seed purchased of you last Spring. The earth was carefully removed, leaving each potato 
attached to the ront exactly as it grew. They were grown in good garden soil, without extra 
manure, and had the same cultivation as the other potatoes. No one could have been more sur- 
prised than I at the wonderful production. I had them on exhibition all one day, and a large 
number of farmers and amateur gardeners called to see them. For size and quantity all admitted 
they had never seen its equal. At the nearest end of the row, as shown in the picture, the yield 
was affected by a shade tree, but at the other end they were very large and in one solid mass—in 
fact, there was no room for a jack-knife between them. It makes quite a pretty picture, with 
rose bushes, geraniums and tuberoses on the left and my boy ‘‘ Frank ” and the grapevines for a 
background. I have created no little excitement by exhibiting the Snowflakes at our Town Fair. 

Yours respectfully, JOSEPH H. BURNETT, 


A Trial of the Snowflake in June. 
In order to show the wonderful keeping properties of the Snowflake Potato, we annex a letter 
from the well-known horticulturist, Chas. Downing, Esq., to whom asample grown in 1874, was 


sent in June for trial. 
NEWBURGH, June 28, ’75. 


Messrs B. K. Bitss & Sons—Dear Sirs: The box of potatoes was received in due time. 
The quality is equal and J think superior to any potato I ever ate so late in the season, and being 
of good size and so smooth and regular in form, it will be an acquisition if the production is suf- 
ficiently good. 

Please accept my best thanks for your kindness, and for the opportunity to test them. 
Very respectfully, CHAS. DOWNING. 


From Nash & Crook, proprietors of the well-known and popular restaurant in the Times 


building, opposite the new post-office on Park Row: 
New York, July 1, 1875. 


Messrs. B. K. Briss & Sons:—We have been using the Snowflake potatoes, supplied by you 
in our restaurant for the past month, and find them superior in every respect to the Bermuda or 
any other early variety in the market. Theycook dry and mealy, and are of excellent quality; 
and on account of the eyes being so nearly even wilh the surface, there is but little or no waste 
in peeling. They give general satisfaction to our customers. We have no hesitation in pro- 
nouncing them the best potato we ever used in our business at this time of the year. - 

’ 


NASH & CROOK. 
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The following list, in addition to the Ruby, Alpha and Snowflake, embraces all the varie- 
ties sent out by us since 1867, for which premiums to the amount of $150, are offered for the best 
peck to be exhibited at the Centennial Exhibition at Philadelphia in October, 1876. See page 2. 

Two pounds of either of the following varieties will be mailed, postpaid, to any address in 
the United States, upon receipt of $1.00, or one pound for 60 cents. 


Not less than one pound, or more than one variety in one package, will be mailed. 


Early Rose.—This was the first of Mr. Bresee’s Seedlings, offered by us in January, 1868, and 
has now become the standard variety for earliness, quality and productiveness, Per peck,75 cents; 
bush., $2.00; bbI., $5.00. 


King of the Earlies, (Bresee’s No. 4.)—A very early variety, vines quite dwarf, tubers 
large and handsome, roundish, and slightly flattened; eyes small and somewhat pinkish; skin 
flesh color, or dull pinkish-white; flesh white, floury, cooks well, and is of good quality for the 
table. Per peck, 75 cents; bush., $2.00; bbl., $5.00. ( 


Bresee’s Prolific.—Vines of medium hight, quite bushy, somewhatspreading. Tubers large, 
regular in shape, and very smooth, slightly oblong, somewhat flattened. Skin dull white, inclined 
to be russeted, eyes but little depressed and slightly pinkish, flesh white, cooks quickly, is very 
mealy and of excellent quality, yield very large, matures about three weeks later than the 
Early Rose, a valuable variety for field culture. $1.00 per peck; $2.00 per bushel; $5.00 per 
barrel. 


Climax.—Early; uniformly large; long, cylindrical; skin white; eyes sharp, shallow; flesh 
white and solid. This has been the most prolific early variety during the past season, and has 
proved hardy and healthy. Per peck, $1.00; bush., $2.00; bbl., $5.00. 


Late Rose.—This variety, first offered by usin the Fall of 1871, has been largely cultivated 
in various parts of the country, and has given universal satisfaction. It ripens two or three weeks 
later than the Early Rose, and has proved to be much more productive, hardier, healthier, and a 
better keeper, retaining its good quality till new potatoes comein. Per peck, 75 cents; bush., 
$2.00; bbI., $5.00. 

Peerless,(Bresee’s No. 6.)—Skin dull white,occasionally russeted; eyes shallow; oblong, flesh 
white, mealy, grows to a large size, often weighing from one and a half to two pounds, and 
enormously productive, frequently producing from 100 to 150 barrels to the acre. Its great 
beauty, superior quality, and enormous productiveness, place it among the best varieties for 
general culture. Per peck, 15 cents; bush., $2.00; bb/., $5.00. 


Extra Early Vermont, (Voodhouse.)—Similar in color, form and ‘general appearance to 
the arly Rose. It is however much more hardy—a better keeper, more productive. of better 
quality and from a week to ten days earlier—and is rapidly taking the place of that popular varie- 
ty. In many placés where the Early Rose has failed to produce a crop this variety has given the 
most satisfactory returns. A_ first class certificate was awarded to this variety in 1873 by the 
Royal Horticultural Society of London. 

Per peck, $1.00; 34 bushel, $1.50; 1 bushel, $2.00; 1 barrel, $5.00. 


Compton’s Surprise.—Remarkable for its size, quality and productiveness. Its shape is 
oval-oblong, eyes sunken, brow prominent, skin smooth, color reddish-purple, flesh white; grows 
to a large size, and is invariably sound to the center. It retains its quality perfectly throughout 
the year, appearing on the table like a ball of flour. Remaining plump and free from sprouts 
when kept until June, and never having that wilted appearance common to early sorts. hou- 
sands testified that they never ate a better Potato. Its uniform mealiness of grain, com- 
bined with the purest flavor, and its snowy whiteness of flesh, which is not in the least affected 
by its blue skin, can not fail to make it highly valuable. 

Per peck, $1.00; 34 bushel, $1.50; 1jbushel, $2.00; Ifbarrel, $5.00. 


Brownell’s Beauty, (Brownell.)—Size, medium to large, growing very fair and smooth. 
Eyes few and small, nearly even with the surface; shape oval, somewhat flattened; skin reddish, 
or a deep flesh color; flesh white, fine-grained and very delicate. For the table, they cook either 
by baking or boiling equal to the very best, flavor unexceptionable. Vine of medium growth; 
foliage deep green. The tubers grow compactly in the hill and are easily dug, ripening in about 
three months from time of planting, though suitable for cooking about two weeks later than the 
Early Rose. A first class certificate was awarded this variety by the Royal Horticultural Society 
of London in 1873. 

Per peck, $1.00; 34 bushel, $1.50; 1 bushel, $2.00; 1 barrel, $5.00. 


Eureka, (Brownell.)—This seedling resulted from a seed-ball grown on an Excelsior potato- 
vine blossom fertilized with pollen from the White Peachblow; vines of strong and vigorous 
growth; tubers of a good medium and uniform size; shape elongated oval, somewhat flattened, 
eyes few, skin white and fair; season second early. It is one of the most productive in cultiva- 
tion, besides being an excellent keeper. Its flesh is exceedingly fine-grained, white, and when 
boiled or baked, mealy and of excellent flavor, cooking through uniformly without any fault at 
the center. A silver medal was awarded to this variety by the Massachusetts Horticultural 
Society, in 1874. 

Per peck, $1.25; 34 bushel, $2.00; 1 bushel, $3.00; 1 barrel, $6.00. 
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Miscellaneous Vari 
Ameri 


ropean and 


Albert, 
Alexandra, 
Amazon, 
Andes, 

_Ashleaf Kidney, 
Ashleaf Fluke, 
Ashtop Fluke, 
Black Diamond, 

~ Black Kidney, 
Black Mercer, 

Blue Pinkeye, 
PE reply Prolific, 
ritish Queen, 
Buckeye, 
Bulkeley’s Seedling, 
alico, 
alifornia, 
California Mercer, 
Callao, 
aa Late Rose, 
arpenter, 
Carter, 
Carter’s Early Forcing, 
Cascoe, 
yuga, 
Central City, 
Chenango, 
eS. 
herry Blow, 
Chili, No. 2, 
Circassian Kidney, 
Cluster, 
7 Colebrook, 
Colorado, 
Concord, 
Coppermine, 
-Cowhorn, 
Cuzco, 
Dagger. 
Dana’s Seedling, 

Davis’ Seedling, 
Delmahoy, 

Dover, 

over Seedling, 

uke of Cumberland, 
Dutch Pinkeye, 
Dykeman, 
Dyright, 

arly Black Kidney, 
Early California, 
Early Cottage, 
Early Dexter, 

arly Don, 
Early Golden, 
Early Handsworth, 

ae Henry, 

Early Indiana, 
Early Manly, 


Early Minnesota, 
Early Mohawk, 
Early Peachblow, 
Early Pinkeye, 
Early Prince, 
Early Purple, 
Early Queen, 
Early Race-horse, 
Early Samaritan, 
Early Scotch Cottage, 
Early Shaw, 
Early Snowball, 
Early Sovereign, 
Early Stevens, 
Early Victor, 
Early Wendell, 
Early White, 
Early York, 
Fluke, 
Forfarshire Red, 
Fox Seedling, 
Frankfort, 
Galva, 

Gardner, 

Garnet Chili, 
Granite State, 
Great Britain, 
Grey Russet, 
Great Western, 
Guernsey; 
Hamburg; 
Harrison, 
Hollyhock, 
Idaho, 

Irish American, 
Irish Cup, 
Jackson White, 
Jones’ Seedling, 
Kearsarge, 
Ketchum’s Seedling, 
King of Potatoes, 
Lady Finger, 
Late Pinkeye, 
Lincoln Red, 
London White, 
Long Pond, 
Massachusetts White, 
Mercer, 

Mercer Seedling, 
Merino, 

Mexican, 

Mo. White, 
Monitor, 
Multiply, 
Nansemond, 
Napoleon, 

New Hartford, 
New Kidney, 


Many other varieties not here enumerated. 
One pound of any variety named in the above list, will be mailed, postage prepaid, to any 


post-office in the United States, upon receipt 0 
Collections of 200 va 
mailed, postage paid, for 


25 varieties, $8.00. 


Our new Illustrated Potato Catalogue fo 
before offered, will be published in January, 


N. B. Orders for 


eties Selectd 


f 60 cents; 2 po 
rieties, one tuber of each 
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from the Best Eu- 
ean Sorts in Cultivation. 


Noblow, 

Nova Scotia, 

Ohio Mercer, 

Ohio Russet, 

Old ¥Flesh-colored, 
Old Red, 

Oneida, 

Orono, 

Patterson’s Blue, 
Patterson’s Early White, 
Patterson’s Golden Don, 
Patterson’s Irish Blue, 
Patterson’s Pinkeye, 
Patterson’s Regent, 
Penn. Searchwarrant, 
Philbrick’s Early White, 
Philadelphia, 

Pigeon Eye, 

Pinkeye, 

Pinkeye Rustycoat, 
Prince Albert, 

Prince of Wales, 
Purple Mercer, 
Kaspberry-Leaved, 
Red Streak, 
Rochester Seedling, 
Rough and Ready, 
Sandy Brown, 

Scotch Blue, 

Sebec, 

Seedling Rock, 

Six Weeks, 

Skerry Blue, 
Snowball, 

State of Maine, 
Strawberry Mercer, 
Titicaca, 

Union, 

Utica Pinkeye, 
Vanderveer, 

Weeks’ Seedling, 
Western Chief, 
Western Ked, 
Wheeler’s Milky White, 
Whig, 

Whipple’s Seedling, 
White Clinton, 

White Monitor, 
White Mountain, 
White Pinkeye, 
White Rock, 

White Rose, 

White Sprouts, 
Willard, 

Worcester Seedling, 
York Seedling. 


unds, $1.00. 


correctly labeled, will be 


$40.00; 100 varieties for $25.00; 50 varieties, $15.00; 


r 1877, containing a list of many new varieties not 
and mailed to all applicants. 


Potatoes, received during Winter, 


will be forwarded in Spring as soon as the weather 
will permit, which is usually about the first of Apri. 


They can be for 
of the purchaser. 
2 


warded earlier, if desired, at the risk 
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~ Lane’s Improved Imperial Sugar Beet. 


This superb variety is the result of a careful selection for several 
years past of the French Imperial Sugar Beet. After a satisfactory 
X trial, we can recommend it with the greatest confidence as being 
=| hardier, more productive, and containing a greater percentage of 
y sugar than the ordinary variety, and much better adapted for cultiva- 
tion in this country, either for stock or the manufactureof sugar. We 
lear the most fayorable reports from those who have tested it in va- 
rious sections of the country, all of whom are satisfied of its superiority. 
It is the best beet raised for feeding cows or young stock. From thirty 
to forty tons raised to the acre, at a cost of from five to eight cents per 
bushel. The cheapness with which they can be raised, the large 
amount of healthy, nutritious food raised to the acre, and its great value 
as food for cattle, sheep, and swine, make this the most profitable root 
to raise. Four pounds is the amount usually required for one acre. 

Price, 10 cents per ounce; 30 cents four ounces; $1.00 per lb. 
Bliss’ Improved Long Orange Carrot. 

This superior variety is the result of a careful selection, for successive 
years of the best-formed, largest and deepest-colored roots of the 
Imported Long Orange Carrot, by which it has attained a perfection 
hitherto unknown in this useful yegetable, being larger, better fla- 
vored, and of a deeper orange color, and more sure to produce a crop. 
Butter-makers will find this variety very useful in giving to their but- 
ter a rich, deep yellow color. We unhesitatingly pronounceit the best 
variety in the market, and one which will not fail to give satisfaction 
to the purchaser. One oz., 15c.; four ounces, 40c.; one lb., $1.25, by mail, post-paid. 


BEET—(Mangel Wurzel.) 


Sutton’s Improved Mammoth Long Red.—The heaviest cropping Long Mange] in culti- 
vation—seventy tons per acre were produced by an English agriculturist, some of the roots weigh- 
ing}56 lbs. each. Per oz., 10 cents ; 34 1b., 30; 1b., $1.00. 

Sutton’s New Golden Tankard.—One of the most nutritious varieties in cultivation; flesh 
deep yellow, tankard shape. A splendid cropper; valuable for dairy farming. Per oz., 10 cents ; 
4% Id., 30; 1b., $1.00. 

Sutton’s Prize Yellow Globe.—An extraordinary cropper of beautiful shape, neat top, fine, 
clear skin, single tap root, nutritive qualities, suitable for all soils. Very little labor is required 
in drawing and storing the crop. Peroz., 10 cents; 34 1b., 30; 1b., $1.00. 

Long Red Mangel Wurzel.—A large, long variety. It stands a good deal out of the ground. 
Color, light red; flesh, white and rose-colored; leaves, green, veined with red. Per oz., 10; 44 1b., 
20; 1b., 50. 

Mammoth Long Red.—A new variety, producing roots of mammoth size, very regular and 
with asmalltop. Per oz., 10 cents; 34 1b., 25; 1b., 75. 

Carter’s Warden Orange Globe.—A yellow Globe, unequalled for fineness of quality; has 
obtained many prizes at agricultural exhibitions in England; twelve well-shaped roots weighed 
192 pounds. Per oz., 10 cents; 34 1b., 25; 1b., 75. 

Yellow Globe.—A large, round, orange-colored variety, excellent quality, which keeps better 
than the Long Red, and produces better crops on shallow soil. Per oz., 10; 34 1b., 20; lb., 50. 

Obendorf Red and Obendorf Yellow.—Two new German yarieties, of fine shape, which 
grow to a large size, and are very productive. Per oz., 10; 34 1b., 25; /b., 75. 


RUTA BAGA. 


Improved American.—This variety is largely grown in this country by many of our most 
prominent agriculturists, both for the table and for feeding stock; flesh very solid; fine quality; 
keeps well until Summer. Per o0z., 10; 34 1b., 25; 1v., 75. 

Sutton’s Improved Champion Swede.—A favorite English variety, which produced the 
last season 388 to 43 tons per acre. Itis the hardiest, the heaviest cropping, and the most nutri- 
tious variety grown, and has been awarded prizes wherever exhibited. Peroz., 10; 34 1b., 25; 1b., 75. 
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Pringle’s Hybridized Potato Seed. 


The extraordinary success which has attended Mr. Pringle in his attempts to improve this 
valuable esculent—which has resulted in the production of the Snowflake and Alpha, and 
last, though not least, the Ruby—has encouraged him to still greater efforts in his favorite pur- 
suit of hybridization, and we have now the pleasure of offering a very choice strain of seed saved 
by him, which is the product of numerous hybridizations, variously, operated, with every care 
during the past favorable season, between the above named and many of the best new and old 
varieties in cultivation, both English and American, and includes every strain, which Mr. Pringle 
will himself sow the coming Spring. 

In order to encourage the cultivators of seedlings in this country, as well as in European 
countries, where the importation of the Potato is prohibited for fear of the Colorado Beetle—he 
has decided to offer his seed for sale, that all who desire may have an opportunity of giving it a 
trial, with the absolute certainty of producing varieties sure to equal, if not to excel, any hitherto 
offered. In order to prevent imposition, the seeds will be put up in sealed packets, with the fac- 
simile, of our signature upon each packet. 

Packets containing 50 seeds, 50 cents each ; 5 packets, $2.00. 


The following testimonial from one of the most successful growers of Potatoes in the coun- 
try is a convincing proof of the wonderful productiveness of this seed: ‘‘ Last Spring I ob- 
tained from C. G. Pringle, of Vermont, some of his hybridized potato seed; planted in the hot- 
bed the middle of April; transplanted to the open ground the tenth of May, and I dug from one 
plant ten and one-half (103g) pounds, and from another plant six (6) pounds nice large smooth 
handsome potatoes.”’ 


DIRFCTIONS FOR SOWING Potato SEED.—Sow under glass in very gentle heat, about the 
first of April; secure partial shade from the full sunlight; if the plants begin to crowd, trans- 
plant, to give them ample room; when danger from frost is over, set them in the open ground, 
in rows three feet apart, two feet apartin the rows. With this treatment, they will, with good 
attention, attain to full size and maturity the first year. 


eo Soe 


Forrester’s Potato Fertilizer. 


Another season’s use of this special Fertilizer for Potatoes, brings tous from farmers who 
have tried it, reports of its worth as a medium of increasing the crop, and we offer it with the 
utmost confidence that it will repay several fold all who give it a trial or use it extensively. 

The claim we make, that it is much cheaper than stable manure, has been verified this year, 
as past seasons have demonstrated. u 

The use of this fertilizer leaves the land in good condition. It contains all the elements 
needed by the crop, and in the proper proportion. Many letters have been received by us enquir- 
ing its composition, and to these enquiries, and to all others, we give the information that it con- 
tains Soluble Phosphoric Acid, Soluble Potash and Ammonia—Elements the Potato Cro 
needs. Farmers have made the test in regard to the comparative value of this fertilizer wit 
stable manure, and the unanimous opinion is that one ton of Forrester’s Potato Fertilizer is equal 
to 24 loads of stable manure. ake the hauling of the manure into account, the Fertilizer is 
worth over $70 per ton, as a farmer can take in his wagon in one load, what in manure, he 
would have to make 24 journeys after. The stable manure made on any farm in the Atlantic 
States is not suflicient for the requirement of each farmer’s want, and either stable manure, or 
fertilizers, must be purchased to insurea fullcrop. This Potato Fertilizer meets the wants of 
the farmer—furnishes all the elements needed for the crop, and the crop yield is larger per acre, 
and the tubers smooth and seemly in appearance. 

Where any fertilizer is applied at the rate of 250 lbs. per acre, it is insufficient to give an ample 
return. Heavy fertilization pays. The interest on the land, the cost of seed, and the labor in 
tilling is the same, whether a large or small quantity of fertilizers are applied, but where land is 
well fertilized, the returns are often three fold greater. 

Our advice is, to apply, of Forrester’s Potato Fertilizer 700 lbs. per acre, but those who have 
made the experiments, state that 1000 lbs. per acre pays'them richly in the increased yield. 
One farmer in Kings County, N. Y., who applied at the rate of 1000 lbs. per acre, harvested 1,286 
baskets of potatoes from a field of 24 acres, the largest yield he ever had in an experience of 
ay ous farming. 

e shall prepare it this season for growing Zarly Potatoes, and farmers will find it desirable 
for this purpose. 


APPLICATION. 


Planting in drills being the most common method of planting potatoes, the mode of applying 
this fertilizer is, to drop it along in the furrow, and then run a small plow through to mix the 
fertilizer with the earth, thus neutralizing it, because if coming in direct contact with the seed it 
is liable to destroy it, from the concentrated strength of the fertilizer. Farmers planting in hills 
can also mix it with the earth so as to keep the fertilizer from direct contact with the seed. 

This article is packed in barrels of about 250 pounds each, (weight of barrel included), 8 bbls. 
tothe ton. Price 1 bbl., $7.00; & bbls., (1 ton) $50.00. 
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Randolph’s Hand Seed Sower. 


For ‘Sowing all kinds of Garden Seeds, from Peas down to thi 
(Smallest Seeds,4{with accuracy and despatch. y 


practice. Highly recommended by some of our most experienced gardeners. 

Fig. 1 shows a side view of the implement, with the manner of holding it 
in the hand, and position of the finger; A, hopper for containing the seeds 
to be sowed, inside of which is an agitator for discharg- 
ing the seeds, connected with the lever D, to be kept 
in constant motion by the finger while in use; F, earth 
opener, by means of which a furrow is made for the 
seed; the removable sides H, are perforated with holes 
of various sizes, adapted for the different varieties of 
seeds to be sown; B, cover or lid; C, handle; D, finger 
lever; E, spiral spring to assist in the operation of the 
agitator. 

Its cost is trifling compared with the advantages 
resulting from its use. The saving in time and seeds 
will undoubtedly repay the outlay in the planting of a 
single week. $1.25 each. Sent by mail, post-paid, to 

any address in the United States upon receipt of $1.50. 
® A liberal discount to the trade or traveling agents. 


Randolpl’s Fertilizer Distributor. 


Something that no Farmer can afford to be without. 
For distributing all kinds of concentrated fertilizers— 
as Phosphates, Guano, Ashes, Plaster, or Chemical 
Manures—without touching the material with the hands; 
a matter of some importance when caustic substances 
are used. One*man can do the work of three by the 
ordinary method. 

For a full description and directions for use, send for 
Circular, which will be mailed free io all applicants. 
Price, 85. A liberal discount to the trade and trayel- 
ing agents. 


———__+ + 


THE FOLLOWING CATALOGUES 

Are Published during the year, and will be 
mailed to all applicants on receipt of 
prices affixed. Regular custom- 
ers supplied gratis. 
= No. 1.—BLISS’S SEED CATALOGUE AND GUIDE 
— TO THE FLOWER AND KITCHEN GARDEN. 2ist 
= edition. Enlarged and improved, containing upwards 
of 200 pages, with many BEAUTIFUL ILLUSTRATIONS. including splendid colored Lithographs of 
favorite Flowers and Vegetables, and a descriptive list of upwards of Two THOUSAND VARIETIES 
oF FLOWER AND VEGETABLE SEEDS, including many CHARMING NOVELTIES now offered for the 
first time in’this country, with explicit directions for their culture. Also a list of upwards of ONE 
HUNDRED VARIETIES OF FRENCH HYBRID GLADIOLUS and other SUMMER FLOWERING BULBs. 
To which is added a list of a few of the choicest varieties of GRAPES, STRAWBERRIES, RASP- 
BERRIES, and other SMALLER FRUvITS, etc., etc., with much other useful information upon the 
subject of Gardening generally, which will be found useful to the experienced amateur as well as 
those about to commence the delightful occupation of gardening. Price, including postage, 35 
cents; an edition elegantly bound in muslin, $1.00. 


No. 2.—BLISS’S GARDENER’S ALMANAC AND ABRIDGED CATALOGUE of Garden, 
Field and Flower Seeds. 116 pages, beautifully illustrated, mailed to all applicants enclosing 10 


Sea, 3.—BLISS’S ILLUSTRATED POTATO CATALOGUE contains a descriptive list of all 
the new varieties recently introduced, with many other desirable sorts, also much useful informa- 
n their cultivation. 32 pages, 10 cents. are 
BSE eULE CATALOGUE, (Dlustrated,) published September 1st. containing a Choice 
Collection of DoUBLE AND SINGLE HyAcINTHS, arranged in their several colors; TULIPS, in 
many varieties, both double and single; PoLYANTHUS NARcIssUs, CROWN IMPERTALS, JON- 
. CUILS, SNOW DRopsS, LILIES, ete. Price 10 cents. 


Address, 


B. Ez. BoIss & SONS, 
P. O. Box No. 5712. 34 BARCLAY STREET, NEW YORE. 


Clark W. Bryan & Co., Printers, Springfield, Mass. 


It is easily operated by a lady ora child of ordinary intelligence, with a little 


\. 


